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CFJ to absorb Interfaith activities
Center for Interfaith and Community Engagement will close after spring term
BY ALEX BUDZYNSKI
A team of  full-time chap-
lains and new work on lead-
ing interfaith initiatives are 
among the changes to come 
as a result of  the decision to 
close the Center for Interfaith 
and Community Engagement 
and have the Center for Faith 
and Justice (CFJ) absorb all 
Interfaith-related activites. 
The decision was announced 
earlier in the semester and 
will take effect in the fall. 
The framework for this 
plan was put into place last 
summer when Father Michael 
Graham, president, asked the 
CFJ to oversee the daily op-
erations of  the Center for In-
terfaith and Community En-
gagement after its executive 
director, Rabbi Abie Ingber, 
announced his retirement. 
After a semester of  joint 
work, students and faculty, 
with approval from university 
leadership, decided that merg-
ing the two organizations 
would strengthen future reli-
gious work on campus. 
Members of  the Center 
for Interfaith and Community 
Engagement will begin work-
ing as part of  the CFJ team, 
focusing specifically on inter-
faith dialogue on campus. 
Joining and leading this 
new staff  will be a team of  
full-time chaplains on cam-
pus. These positions include 
a new Jewish chaplain as well 
as full-time Muslim and Bap-
tist chaplains. Currently, the 
transition team is discussing 
whether or not the current 
part-time Muslim chaplain 
and gospel choir director will 
be taking on full-time roles. 
Stephanie Renny, the pro-
gram director for the Center 
for Interfaith and Community 
Engagement, said she hopes 
that, with these new positions, 
more students will find where 
they belong on campus. 
Senior Director of  the CFJ 
Greg Carpinello said this new 
cohort will work in conjunc-
tion with the CFJ to be more 
present on campus in leading 
interfaith initiatives. 
“Our hope is to engage stu-
dents around religious differ-
ence and to help prepare them 
to go into a world where reli-
gious difference is something 
that they celebrate, that ani-
mates their curiosity and ul-
timately informs the way they 
seek the common good both 
here at Xavier and beyond,” 
Carpinello said.
He added that another crit-
ical part of  this transition will 
be a group of  diverse student 
leaders who will form a tem-
porary Interfaith Advisory 
Task Force. This group will 
work directly with the new 
team of  chaplains during the 
summer to help develop spe-
cific interfaith programs that 
work to increase interfaith di-
alogue on campus. 
Abby Anderson, the Assis-
inet, said that there were fre-
quent events to facilitate this 
dialogue but that it was some-
times difficult to get students 
to show up. 
“This merger has a lot of  
potential,” she said. “It could 
serve as a way to make every-
one more aware of  the differ-
ent belief  systems that are 
within our student body.”
Similarly, Renny expressed 
hope for the plan, saying it has 
“potential for a lot of  great 
things” and is “guided by good 
intentions.” 
She added that though the 
center will officially close, its 
rich history will remain. For 
the last 10 years, the center 
has existed as a place to create 
dialogue among faiths, which 
is important to Xavier, part of  
the Jesuit charism and part of  
what Catholics are called to do, 
she remarked. It has been ac-
tive in forming a community, 
promoting tolerance and cel-
ebration through events such 
as the Wall of  Expression and 
the Interfaith Retreat. 
Renny’s position will no 
longer exist after the center 
closes in May, and she will be 
leaving the university. How-
ever, she hopes that interfaith 
work on campus will contin-
ue to provide invaluable skills 
and experiences for students. 
More details about the 
merge will come in the next 
few months. For now, Carpi-
nello said, the focus is on 
building the staff  and team 
that will serve the newly com-
bined centers. 
Applications for the task 
force are currently available 
on the CFJ Leadership Ap-
plication, found on the Xavier 
website. 
tant Director for Retreats in 
the CFJ, echoed Carpinello’s 
words about the importance 
of  this work on campus. 
“Interfaith work is critical 
for us as a university and par-
ticularly as a Catholic univer-
sity,” Anderson said. “…We 
can ground people who are 
both Catholic and of  differ-
ent traditions within a Church 
atmosphere that helps people 
learn.” 
Ultimately, Carpinello said, 
they hope to reach a wider au-
dience and to build relation-
ships across the differences 
of  faculty, staff  and students 
thanks to the merge. 
“This is all really just the 
start of  what is going to be 
an even more intentional plan 
to process interfaith in the fu-
ture,” he said. 
This is not to say that in-
terfaith dialogue was not 
already present on campus. 
Senior Lauren Dencker, who 
served on the Interfaith Cab-
The Center for Interfaith and Community Engagement will close at the end of this semester, and the Center for Faith and Justice will now oversee all 
Interfaith-related activities. In addition, a team of full-time chaplains will be hired and will work with a task force during the transition this summer.
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Monologues spark slight scandal
The typical Gallagher 
Theater audience of  college 
students was joined by three 
members of  Xavier Universi-
ty Police Department during 
this Saturday’s Annual show-
ing of  The Vagina Monologues.
The officers  were sta-
tioned outside of  the theater 
to protect playgoers from 
nay-sayers who had sent Ra-
chel Chrastil, Associate Dean 
for the College of  Arts and 
Sciences as well as Father Mi-
chael Graham, president, doz-
ens of  calls and emails oppos-
ing the show being performed 
on campus. 
The show, which explores 
female sexuality, was the sub-
Despite emails directed to Dean Rachel Chrastil and Father Michael Graham, president, The Vagina Monologues 
were performed as scheduled. The show is controversial for its sexual themes and has a history at Xavier.
Photo courtesy of Facebook
ject of  a a blog post from The 
Cardinal Newman Society, an 
organization that claims to 
defend Catholic values in edu-
cation, in February.  The blog 
post lambasted Catholic col-
lege campuses that allow per-
formances of  the show, which 
they claim endorses predatory 
homosexuality. The website 
listed eight colleges, includ-
ing Xavier, that had scheduled 
performances as well as the 
date of  each show. 
Stephen Skiles, the head 
of  the Theatre Department, 
emailed theatre majors in-
forming them of  the emails 
and ensuring the cast and 
crew’s safety. None of  the 
emails were mentioned for in-
cluding violent threats.
This year, critics were fo-
cused on a particular mono-
logue titled “The Coochie 
Snorcher.” 
Emily Jorgenson, who 
crewed on this year’s show, 
explained that if  certain lines 
were taken out of  context, 
“The Coochie Snorcher” could 
be used to normalize sexual 
relations between minors and 
adults. The character, who is 
unnamed, is 16 years old when 
she has sex with a 24-year-old 
woman. 
Jorgenson explained that 
for those who know the play, 
that is far from the intention 
of  the scene.
“She was raped as a child, 
so she felt like she could never 
have a healthy sexual experi-
ence,” Jorgenson said. “So she 
met this woman who kind of  
like offered herself  to her, and 
she accepted it and finally had 
BY BRITTANY WELLS 
HEATHER GAST
E/RS panel talks teaching for active citizenship
Ethics Religion and Society 
(E/RS) continued the “Com-
munity Conversation” series 
with Monday’s panel titled 
“Educating for Citizenship in 
Cincinnati.” A panel of  lead-
ers deeply engaged with edu-
cation in Cincinnati came to-
gether for a discussion about 
the challenges and innovative 
approaches they see emerging 
in teaching for active citizen-
ship.
The panel included educa-
tors from an array of  institu-
tional backgrounds, including 
non-profits geared toward ed-
ucation for adults and children 
as well as principals from both 
a private and a public high 
school in the Cincinnati area. 
E/RS Director Dr. Rich-
ard Polt moderated the pan-
el, which spoke broadly about 
immersive learning and ser-
vice experiences throughout 
the community. Many of  the 
panelists said they saw such 
hands-on learning as an es-
sential component of  foster-
ing engagement with civic 
life. Each seemed to agree that 
teaching for good citizenship 
required the cultivation of  
Monday’s E/RS panel included representatives from both Xavier and the Greater Cincinnati area. The panelists 
discussed how to teach active citizenship, particularly focusing on youth engagement and community care. 
Newswire photo by Ryan Kambich
care for the student’s commu-
nity. 
The panelists also elabo-
rated on their own ways of  
teaching good citizenship. 
Terry Tyrell, the principal 
of  St. Xavier High School, 
talked about service learning 
requirements. Mary Delaney, 
the executive director of  edu-
cational nonprofit Communi-
ty Matters, spoke about con-
necting community members 
who can teach about justice by 
drawing on their lived experi-
ences. Lisa Votaw, the princi-
pal of  Aiken High School, dis-
cussed affording students the 
opportunity to propose and 
create organizations within 
the school that they are then 
responsible for, a practice she 
has long encouraged.
Dr. Laney Bender-Slack, a 
middle childhood education 
professor at Xavier, added 
that opportunities to teach 
about citizenship can present 
themselves in seemingly in-
significant places. 
“With the very young, you 
can begin with those moments 
when they see something and 
recognize ‘That’s not fair,’” 
Bender-Slack said. “That is a 
basic place to have conversa-
tions about justice, power and 
fairness.”
The empowerment of  
young people became the cen-
tral theme of  Monday’s event. 
Libby Hunter, the executive 
director for WordPlay Cincy, 
described a program she runs 
called “Word Up,” which helps 
children and young adults to 
learn to write about social jus-
tice issues. She then works to 
publish their writings. 
“We speak up and we speak 
out if  we see something 
wrong,” Azaria Pittman-Car-
ter, an alumni of  WordPlay 
and  a sophomore education 
student at the University of  
Cincinnati and alumna of  
WordPlay, said when describ-
ing her approach to empow-
ering young voices. “You have 
to find what’s comfortable for 
you.”
“There’s generally sev-
en categories of  movement 
builders,” Delaney added, 
“and the one that is most of-
ten overlooked is that of  the 
nurturer: those who aren’t on 
the forefront but are essential 
to the pursuit of  justice.”
Dr. Myron Jackson, the 
current Besl Chair for Ethics/
Religion and Society, offered 
his thoughts after the event. 
“I have a theory that young-
er people are the most empow-
ered that they’ve ever been in 
history,” he said. “We need to 
get young people to recognize 
they have way more power 
than I could have ever had in 
my generation as an active cit-
izen. I think there could have 
been a Parkland-style social 
movement years ago if  edu-
cators would have been less 
worried about policing tech-
nology and using it to em-
power students instead.” 
The next event in the se-
ries will take place on March 
25 and will feature a talk by 
historian Nancy Isenberg en-
titled “The Rural Roots of  
Class Politics in America.” 
BY RYAN KAMBICH 
a good experience with her 
body and her sexuality.”
The Vagina Monologues is 
no stranger to controversy 
on Xavier’s campus. In 2003 
the show created a rift in the 
Xavier community and across 
the nation. 
Earlier that year, the Cardi-
nal Newman Society had criti-
cized the show for vulgar con-
tent and representing women 
primarily by their genitals. 
Concerned alumni and 
community members alike 
wrote letters to the Newswire 
both in favor of  presenting 
the show and banning it from 
campus altogether. 
Graham had the show can-
celed after backlash and was 
not open to discussing the 
matter at that time.
In response to the show’s 
cancellation, students orga-
nized a rally titled “Our Lips 
Are Sealed: Students Against 
Xavier Censorship.”
These days, The Vagina 
Monologues don’t attract as 
much attention. 
Besides cast or crew mem-
bers, other students defended 
the show. 
First-year exercise sci-
ence major Elizabeth Arnold 
agreed with Chrastil and add 
found the play to be educa-
tional and did not consider it 
to endorse sexual activities 
between adults and minors. 
“I think it was used as an 
educational tool because the 
different scenarios were from 
true stories,” Arnold said. “I 
think the show was to inform 
people of  the potential dan-
gers rather than to make peo-
ple feel uncomfortable.” 
After the show, Chrastil sat 
in on a talk-back in which au-
dience members were encour-
aged to ask questions and re-
act to the show.
To those who expressed 
their feeling that The Vagina 
Monologues were “rude and 
contrary to Catholic teach-
ing,” Chrastil referenced 
Xavier’s values. 
“The play is all about wom-
en talking to each other and 
having real, honest conversa-
tion,” Chrastil said. “This play 
allows us to do that.” 
She also discussed Catholic 
values and how Xavier seeks 
to incorporate them. 
“The Church calls us to 
listen to people without judg-
ment, and that is what we are 
trying to do here at Xavier,” 
Chrastil said.
Jorgenson felt supported 
by administrators throughout 
the preparation for the show. 
“The deans were behind us, 
specifically Father Graham 
was behind us, and there was 
never any intention of  cancel-
ing the show by any means,” 
Jorgenson said.
Jorgenson continues to see 
a place for The Vagina Mono-
logues on campus since the 
stories presented are still rel-
evant. She added that the con-
troversial nature of  the show 
could be a strength.
“In all honesty, sometimes 
that’s the goal of  theater. we 
want people to argue with us 
and have opinions and chal-
lenge some beliefs.”
Feb. 25 Student Government 
Association Meeting Recap
Father Michael Graham, president, was sched-
uled to present the Report of  the Administration 
but could not attend the meeting because of  trav-
el complications. Senators passed the club budgets 
unanimously and prepared questions for when 
Graham will be able to attend a meeting
Raincheck on Father Graham ROA
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Mail Center repackaging its setup
As the undergraduate pop-
ulation continues to grow, 
Auxiliary Services is making 
plans to strengthen campus 
infrastructure. Among these 
plans are renovations to the 
Mail Center that are to be de-
termined.
Xavier’s Mail Center was 
built to handle large volumes 
of  letters written to students, 
faculty and administration. 
Mailing Center Specialist 
Todd McDillon explained 
that the back of  the mail cen-
ter is set up in a U-shape that 
was efficient for distributing 
letters. 
However, a lot has changed 
in the mailing industry since 
the early days of  the Mail 
Center. For one, most people 
don’t regularly send letters to 
communicate with each other. 
Additionally, as online shop-
ping services such as Amazon 
Prime have grown, so has the 
number of  packages. 
This influx of  packages 
rather than letters has led to 
hours upon hours of  wast-
ed time behind the counter. 
McDillon added that on peak 
days, the inefficient U-shaped 
layout of  the mail center has 
lost him and his staff  up to six 
Newswire
hours of  time. 
Students have noticed the 
consequences of  the ineffi-
cient setup. “Whenever I’ve 
been there, there’s always 
been a line,” junior Chandler 
Bell said. “It works, it’s just 
irritating.”
One of  the contributors 
to long waiting times is the 
aforementioned U-shaped 
setup of  the Mail Center. 
Each half  of  the Mail Cen-
ter is designated to a half  of  
the alphabet. If  there are two 
students picking up packages 
whose last names are on the 
exact opposite side of  the al-
phabet, it can take a while for 
Mail Center workers to scan, 
sort and log where each of  
their packages are stored.
Sophomore Anna Moug, 
who works at the Mail Cen-
ter, explained that students 
not following procedures also 
wastes time. 
“A lot of  delays happen be-
cause when Amazon tells you 
your package has been deliv-
ered — or FedEx, or UPS — it 
hasn’t actually been delivered 
to the Mail Center unless you 
get an email from us,” Moug 
said.  “When people come in 
without an email, we have to 
check for a package that we 
don’t have, which really slows 
down the process.”
Additionally, the Mail 
Center has already gone to 
lengths to accommodate the 
large number of  packages. 
Brandi Bryant, Assistant Di-
rector of  Auxiliary Services, 
explained. 
“Over the last few years 
we’ve had to rent a Pod just 
to accommodate for the larg-
er volume of  mail (and pack-
ages),” Bryand said. “We 
couldn’t hold (all of  the pack-
ages) within the Mail Center 
the way our current configu-
ration is set up.” 
Beyond waiting lines, stu-
dents have expressed that 
their packages have been lost. 
“My grandma sent me a 
package in November, and I 
checked before (Thanksgiv-
ing) break. When I checked 
on Valentine’s Day, it showed 
up,” first-year Samaya Jackson 
said.
Moug didn’t blame the set-
up of  the facility for this issue 
but instead accepted the blame 
on behalf  of  student workers.
“I mean, I don’t really wan-
na make an excuse. It’s not 
cool that packages are lost, but 
we’re getting better,” Moug 
said.
The renovations to the 
Mail Center will be accompa-
nied this summer by renova-
tions in Brockman Hall and 
construction of  the Health 
United Building.
BY CJ RIPEPI 
Follow us on social media!
We’ll keep you up to date on 
articles — and  you’ll see 
cool pictures of Father B. 
 Instagram: @xavier.newswire
 Twitter: @xaviernewswire
Can you draw? Because we sure can’t. 
But we try anyway. And fail. Miserably.
Have your cartoons or 
illustrations published on our 
Features page!
Contact Soondos Mulla-Ossman at 
mullaossmans@xavier.edu if interested
61st Thomasfest lecture 
examines inner self, struggle
While it is now in its 61st 
year, the longest-runninng 
annual activity on campus, 
this year’s Thomasfest Lec-
ture explored a question thou-
sands of  years old: How do 
we identify our inner selves to 
resolve our internal struggles 
and contradictions?
This question stood at the 
center of  Tuesday evening’s 
lecture in Kennedy Audito-
rium entitled “The Self  in 
Itself ” presented by Greek 
philosophy expert Professor 
Michael Davis of  Sarah Law-
rence College. 
The lecture featured a dis-
cussion of  an oft-forgotten 
work by Plato, “Alcibiades I.” 
In this dialogue, a young Soc-
rates attempts to mentor the 
ambitious young Athenian 
statesman named Alcibiades 
on the place of  justice in gov-
ernance and in war. 
Socrates seeks to win the 
favor of  Alcibiades by engag-
ing him in a discussion of  “the 
self  in itself,” a line in the di-
alogue from which Davis’ lec-
ture draws its title.
Davis drew the attention 
of  those assembled to a set of  
three puzzles drawn out from 
both the text of  and history 
surrounding “Alcibiades I”: 
Why is it no longer a source 
of  serious scholarly attention, 
what is the nature of  Socra-
tes’ failure in convincing the 
young Alcibiades of  the im-
portance of  justice and why 
does Plato introduce the con-
cept of  the “self ” in the form 
of  a grammatical ambiguity 
in the original Greek? 
Through a studious — and 
at times, eclectic — reading 
of  the text in both English 
and its original ancient Greek, 
Davis walked the audience 
through the slippery nature 
of  the “self ” that Socrates 
and his interlocutor seek to 
resolve. 
This revealed the troubled 
nature of  Alcibiades’ own 
internal psychology and its 
relationship to his desire for 
continental conquest. 
Davis demonstrated the 
complexities of  drawing a 
comprehensive notion of  the 
self  from the opinions of  oth-
ers and society at large. 
BY RYAN KAMBICH 
Newswire
Didn’t want to 
take the stairs, 
huh?  
 Feb. 18, 7:35 a.m. — A 
student reported they were 
harassed by a delivery driv-
er near Husman Hall. The 
driver was advised and sent 
on their way.
Feb. 20, 2:00 p.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted Res-
idence Life with a room 
search in Brockman Hall. 
Alcohol, drug paraphernalia 
and a folding pocket knife 
were confiscated. Residence 
Life will follow up.
Feb. 20, 3:09 p.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted Cin-
cinnati Police with an auto 
accident with injuries at 
Dana Avenue and Victory 
Parkway. No one from Xavi-
er was involved. 
Feb. 21, 2:10 p.m. — A 
student reported damage 
to the hood of  their vehicle 
parked in the C1 Lot. There 
are currently no suspects.
Feb. 22, 2:57 a.m. — 
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue 
transported an underage in-
toxicated student to Good Sa-
maritan Hospital. Residence 
Life was notified, and the stu-
dent was referred to the code 
of  conduct.
Feb. 24, 2:33 a.m. — Xavi-
er Police assisted Norwood 
Police with investigating a 
criminal damaging report in 
Week in Review
• The world’s top bridge 
player received a one-year 
ban from competition for 
doping. Bridge is a card 
game, but since the World 
Bridge Federation is rec-
ognized by the Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee, its members must 
comply with anti-doping 
rules (March 1). 
• Minnesota police checked 
on the welfare of  a man 
reportedly standing out-
side motionless while 
hugging a pillow, only 
to discover that it was a 
cardboard cutout. The 
cutout was of  Mike Lin-
dell, a local millionaire 
and the CEO of  MyPil-
low (March 2).
• A women’s bike race in 
Belgium was delayed be-
cause its leader caught 
up to the men’s field. 
The men had been given 
a 10-minute head start. 
The leading cyclist end-
ed up finishing 74th after 
the delay (March 3).
• Farmers in G were in 
for a giant surprise after 
discovering a 700-pound 
alligator lying in a ditch. 
The gator measures 
about 13 feet long and is 
estimated to be 50 years 
old. Unfortunately, he 
was found in poor condi-
tion and was believed to 
be dying, so it was decid-
ed that he had to be euth-
anized. (March 4).
Feb. 23, 4:53 a.m.— 
Xavier Police, Residence 
Life and Cincinnati Fire 
responded to Brockman 
Hall for an underage in-
toxicated student sleep-
ing in the elevator. The 
student was checked by 
medics and given the ok to 
remain in their room.
Photo courtesy of Facebook
This 700-pound, 13-foot-long alligator was discovered injured in a ditch.
Bridge ban, cardboard men and gators  
Photo courtesy of The White House on Flickr
President Donald Trump tweeted that Michael Cohen’s testimony before Congress last week contributed to the 
failure to reach a deal with North Korea in Hanoi. Cohen was testifying ahead of a three-year prison sentence. 
the 2100 block of  Clene-
ay  Avenue. An unknown 
student was kicking on the 
door to a student residence, 
causing damage. Norwood 
and Xavier Police searched 
the area but were unable to 
locate the suspect. Norwood 
Police is following up.
Feb. 27, 5:43 p.m. — An 
employee reported some-
one was using their email 
to falsely recruit a high 
school athlete. The email is 
believed to be a prank. An 
investigation is pending.
March 1, 2:37 a.m. — 
Xavier Police and Residence 
Life investigated a report 
of  a fight between two stu-
dents in the lobby of  Fen-
wick. The students were 
referred to the code of  con-
duct process.
March 1, 3:07 p.m. — A 
student reported that some-
one entered their unlocked 
vehicle in the R2 lot and 
rummaged through its con-
tents. Nothing was taken.
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President Donald Trump 
suggested on Twitter that Mi-
chael Cohen’s congressional 
hearings contributed to the 
failure to reach an agreement 
with North Korean Chairman 
Kim Jong-un in Vietnam. 
Cohen spent three days 
testifying last week — one of  
which was public — in front 
of  both Democrat and Repub-
lican led committees. 
These testimonies come 
ahead of  a three-year prison 
sentence for various crimes 
including lying to Congress 
and campaign finance viola-
tions. 
Trump also faces contro-
versy after he said that he 
would take Kim Jong-un “at 
his word” that he was unaware 
of  Cincinnati native Otto 
Warmbier’s imprisonment in 
the secluded nation. 
Warmbier’s parents did 
not believe this explanation, 
saying after the summit, “We 
have been respectful during 
this summit process. Now we 
must speak out. Kim and his 
evil regime are responsible for 
the death of  our son Otto…
No excuses or lavish praise 
can change that.” 
Trump’s National Security 
adviser, John Bolton, offered a 
different interpretation during 
television interviews on Sun-
day. “It doesn’t mean that he 
takes it as reality,” Bolton said. 
He also refused to offer his 
opinion on the matter, saying 
on CNN’s State of  the Union 
that he was no longer a Fox 
News contributor and that he 
“doesn’t do that anymore.” 
The summit was the sec-
ond with Kim Jong-un within 
the past year. The first took 
place in Singapore in June of  
last year. That summit ended 
with Trump and Kim signing 
a joint statement that called 
for new diplomatic relations, 
the denuclearization of  the 
Korean Peninsula, the recov-
ery of  soldiers’ remains and 
more follow up negotiations 
between the two countries. 
The summit in Hanoi, Viet-
nam, was thought to be the 
culmination of  almost a year’s 
worth of  continued talks be-
tween the two countries after 
the Singapore summit. 
However, the leaders end-
ed up coming just short of  an 
agreement despite a planned 
“signing ceremony” that was 
scheduled. 
“He (Kim Jong-un) was ful-
ly aware of  what happened to 
(Warmbier), and his impact 
of  being inside North Korea,” 
sophomore psychology major 
Abrielle Krekeler said  
Trump claims he left the 
summit after he was not will-
ing to give into the dictator’s 
demand that the U.S. lift sanc-
tions on North Korea. North 
Korea’s government has dis-
puted this account. Trump 
said he still believes that the 
summit was a success because 
he did not give any conces-
sions to Kim. 
“(Trump) did accomplish 
something by actually talking 
to Kim Jong-un by forming a 
relationship instead of  being 
confrontational over the news. 
Meeting him in Vietnam was 
a step in the right direction,” 
Krekeler said.
The biggest hang-up of  
the deal appeared to be that 
Trump demanded Kim give 
up his nuclear arsenal. North 
Korea has rejected similar 
deals in the past and did not 
change its stance in Hanoi. 
Currently there are no 
plans for another summit to 
be held. 
However, Krekeler believes 
that there will eventually be 
peace on the Korean Peninsu-
la, but it’s more of  a question 
of  whether or not Kim Jong-
un is willing to let Trump 
achieve peace. 
“Trump might be willing 
to do everything in his power 
to accomplish (peace), but Kim 
Jong-un might not be willing 
to do the same,” she said. 
Trump holds summit in Vietnam
No deal is signed as Michael Cohen testies to Congress in public hearing
BY JACK DUNN
Campus News Editor
Photo courtesy of Getty Images 
networks for victims. 
Gaertner said she thinks 
the Church needs to become 
more involved with secular 
authorities to better prevent 
crises, in addition to enacting 
concrete measures. 
“I think they need to en-
act some kind of  legislation,” 
Gaertner said. “I also think 
that they need to have a re-
view board that’s not within 
the Church, like maybe a sec-
ular review board, because I 
feel like there’s a lot of  people 
who are going to be biased 
and who are not going to do 
the job they need to do.” 
Besides the proposals, one 
of  the more highly discussed 
moments took place on the 
third day, when German Car-
dinal Reinhard Marx admit-
ted that the Church destroyed 
files that documented acts of  
abuse. He followed this admis-
sion by a call for transparen-
cy and “traceability” to help 
develop cases as allegations 
occur. 
In his concluding remarks, 
Francis declared an “all-out 
war” on sexual abuse, stat-
ing that the Church would 
“spare no effort to do all that 
is necessary to bring to jus-
tice” the perpetrators. His 
speech lacked any mention 
of  concrete legislation mov-
ing forward, however, which 
drew criticism from victims’ 
advocacy groups, including 
Ending Clergy Abuse and 
watchdog groups like Bishop 
Accountability. 
The groups specifically 
criticized Francis for failing 
to introduce a zero-toler-
ance policy regarding clerical 
abuse. 
In terms of  how to enact 
change back home, Gaertner 
said conversations with local 
priests would be a good start. 
“I think that having a con-
versation with your local 
priests or local bishops, have 
contact with them, just to see 
what they are doing in their 
community (would help),” 
Gaertner said. “I know here, 
Father Graham has talked 
about it, so I feel comfortable 
going to church here on cam-
pus, but at home, I don’t know 
what my home church is do-
ing about it.”
Pakistan released an Indi-
an pilot as a gesture of  peace 
toward India on Friday. In the 
days prior, two Indian jets had 
reportedly entered Pakistani 
airspace and were shot down. 
Wing Commander Abhi 
Nandan was downed in Pa-
kistan territory and was cap-
tured by the Pakistani gov-
ernment. The other was shot 
down in Indian-controlled 
territory.   
India and Pakistan have 
fought over the territory 
known as Kashmir-Jammu 
since 1947. The countries 
have fought three wars over 
Kashmir, with the most recent 
being in 1999. Both India and 
Pakistan now occupy different 
parts of  the region.  
On Feb. 14, a unknown in-
dividual drove a car filled with 
explosivess into a bus carry-
ing Indian paramilitary police 
in Kashmir, killing at least 40. 




India blamed Pakistan for 
the attack, and Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
warned that appropriate ac-
tion would be taken as retri-
bution.
India launched counterat-
tack airstrikes against Paki-
stan on Feb. 26, in retaliation 
for the bus attack. 
The targets of  the air-
strikes were alleged terrorist 
training camps that were on 
the Pakistani side of  the bor-
der. 
Tensions have pushed the 
nations back to the brink of  
war and have triggered fights 
about the truth of  events. In-
dia has refused to release ev-
idence of  the suicide attack 
and proof  of  Pakistan’s in-
volvement, raising questions 
of  its legitimacy.
Instability and uncertain-
ty were rising in the region, 
but seemed to be lessening 
after Pakistan released the 
captured Indian pilot in an at-
tempt to ease tensions. How-
ever gesture has only tempo-
rarily deescalated tensions.
Both countries hold ap-
proximately 140-150 nuclear 
weapons. Although nuclear 
attacks are unlikely, leaders of  
Pakistan have said that they 
are “preparing for all even-
tualities.” India and Pakistan 
have also assembled teams 
to make decisions for when a 
nuclear attacks may be neces-
sary. 
The explosions from a 
nuclear blast would be local-
ized to the region, but the re-
percussions could affect the 
globe. 
Researchers have called it a 
“global nuclear famine,” sug-
gesting that the ozone layer 
could be crippled and earth’s 
climate could cool for years, 
causing crop and fishery loss-
es. 
“The danger of  nuclear 
winter has been under-under-
stood — poorly understood 
— by both policymakers and 
the public,” Michael Willis, a 
researcher at the U.S. Nation-
al Center for Atmospheric Re-
search said.
Catholic Church holds abuse summit
Cardinal George Pell convicted of sexual abuse days after the summit ended
Cardinal George Pell, the 
former top financial adviser to 
Pope Francis, was convicted 
of  sexual abuse and indecent 
acts with a child on Feb. 26. 
Pell is the senior most cleric 
to be convicted. He could face 
up to 50 years in prison pend-
ing a sentence hearing that 
began last Wednesday. 
The conviction came days 
after the conclusion of  a 
Vatican summit aimed to ad-
dress the larger sexual abuse 
scandal within the Catholic 
Church. 
The summit took place 
from Feb. 21-24 and included 
more than 190 members of  
Church leadership worldwide. 
First-year history and pro-
fessional education double ma-
jor Megan Gaertner said that 
while she thinks the investiga-
tions and the summit are good 
steps, they aren’t enough and 
should have come earlier. 
“I’m glad that they’re dig-
ging into all of  this and try-
ing to figure out the details 
and who the abusers are, but 
I just feel like it’s a little too 
late,” Gaertner said. “Most 
of  this has been going on for 
decades, and probably, hon-
estly, most of  the history of  
the Church. So it’s good that 
they’re trying to do some-
thing about it, but I just feel 
like they should have started 
doing something a long time 
ago and there’s so much more 
they could be doing.” 
Each of  the four days had a 
theme: responsibility, account-
ability, transparency and papal 
priorities. During the summit, 
participants watched video-
taped testimony from abuse 
victims, listened to speeches 
from bishops and journalists 
and offered proposals for ac-
tion moving forward, among 
other activities. 
On the first day, Pope Fran-
cis offered a list of  21 consid-
erations for handling future 
allegations and instances of  
sexual abuse. 
He characterized the list 
as a “point of  departure,” ac-
cording to the National Cath-
olic Reporter, saying it was to 
be used to guide subsequent 
meetings. 
The first item called for a 
handbook detailing the steps 
authorities need to take as 
a case develops. Archbishop 
Charles Scicluna of  Malta, 
who works with abuse cases 
for the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of  the Faith, said 
that his office was already 
preparing such a handbook 
and that it would be available 
within a few months. 
Other items included estab-
lishing protocols for allega-
tions against bishops, inform-
ing civil and ecclesiastical 
authorities about allegations 
and creating more support 
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Xavier’s current group of Community-Engaged Fellows. As of 2018, Fellows receive a $22,000 scholarship. 
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
The proper way to honor service
Cura Personalis. Magis. Re-
flection. Discernment. Sol-
idarity and kinship. Service 
rooted in justice and love. 
Anyone who’s attended a GOA 
session or seen any of  the nu-
merous signs around campus 
detailing Xavier’s core values 
knows these words and their 
importance to our university. 
These are things Xavier stu-
dents value above all else. But 
there are a select few who val-
ue them to an extent many of  
us can’t begin to comprehend. 
These are the Communi-
ty-Engaged Fellows, Xavier’s 
unsung heroes. Despite being 
the faces of  the university and 
going out a minimum of  10 
hours a week to benefit the 
Cincinnati community, these 
fellows get little to no recog-
nition for their work. They 
are the busiest, most capable, 
funniest, smartest and above 
all, kindest people I have ever 
had the privilege of  meet-
ing. Yet Xavier unfortunately 
doesn’t recognize their daily 
sacrifices.
Not only does Xavier not 
aptly promote the services 
the Fellows engage in, nor the 
good work they enact within 
the community on campus, but 
they also don’t reward these 
students enough financially, 
nor do they provide adequate 
transportation for all of  the 
Fellows. Many often have to 
find alternate means of  trans-
port to their service sites. 
I learned about the service 
through my roommate, who 
detailed the rigorous applica-
tion process to me during our 
first few weeks of  roommate 
bonding. I was shocked to find 
that almost 300 people apply 
for one of  eight spots in each 
first-year class, with only 40 
earning an interview. It’s a 
highly competitive process, 
especially because Xavier of-
fers a $22,000 scholarship. It’s 
an awfully nice bonus by most 
accounts.
But is it enough? Let’s do 
the math here. These stu-
dents are doing 10 hours of  
community service a week for 
approximately 30 weeks (give 
or take a few days with mis-
cellaneous weekend holidays 
and such) for four years. That’s 
at least 300 hours of  service a 
year (if  not more), amounting 
to approximately 1,200 hours 
by the time they are ready to 
graduate. 
I’ll say it again. 1,200 hours. 
To put that in context, you 
could watch Jurassic Park 566 
times in a row and still not 
have watched as many hours 
of  dinosaurs murdering peo-
ple as these students have 
dedicated from their lives to 
helping the greater Cincinnati 
area. It’s exactly 50 days, or a 
little more than seven weeks 
of  service. That’s no small 
exertion of  time and energy. 
For eight students per 
class, $22,000 doesn’t seem 
like nearly enough money 
when you consider how much 
they sacrifice. Although they 
are planning to increase the 
scholarship amount by $8,000 
next year, why aren’t these 
students given full-ride schol-
arships? Many athletes and 
exceptional scholars receive 
full rides for their academ-
ic and physical prestige, but 
what about those who excel 
in selflessness? Xavier has the 
St. Francis Xavier Scholar-
ship, an award allotted for 10 
incoming students annually 
who demonstrate “exception-
al academic achievement and 
outstanding leadership in-
volvement in their community 
and/or school.”
Doesn’t this sound exactly 
like what is required of  the 
Fellows? Not only do they 
have amazing leadership qual-
ities — serving by either cre-
ating a team or organization 
by themselves or being able to 
enter different communities 
and lead those within toward 
a common goal — but also the 
academic excellence — once 
again, maintaining a 3.0 GPA 
while juggling a social life, 
service, campus involvement 
and/or jobs they might have 
as well.
The difference may not 
seem like much, but when 
$22,000 only covers one se-
mester of  the average stu-
dent’s tuition (at best), these 
Fellows end up paying for 
nearly two years of  schooling 
here at Xavier. Yet even with 
the $8,000 bump in scholar-
ship money, is it still enough? 
Not really, especially when 
you consider that these stu-
dents provide their own tran-
sit to and from their service 
sites, which can involve gas 
costs and costs to repair ve-
hicle damage. Although car-
pooling is frequent and en-
couraged, it can be difficult for 
those who serve in different 
areas of  the community, es-
pecially when class schedules 
don’t align or services begin 
at differing times. 
Compare this to mem-
bers of  the men’s basketball 
team who receive full rides. 
They  might spend compa-
rable amounts of  time in the 
gym as these students do in 
the community, but they reap 
many benefits that these Fel-
lows do not. Transport to and 
from games, praise for their 
work (whether they win or 
lose), significantly more mon-
ey in scholarships and — the 
most obvious of  all — noto-
riety. 
I wouldn’t have known 
about the Fellowship if  not 
for my roommate. The thing 
that ties all of  these spectac-
ular people together is that 
they are not the bragging 
type. They don’t want rec-
ognition or more scholarship 
funding. 
These people truly are the 
best of  the Xavier community. 
They are the nicest, the smart-
est, the most interesting and 
by far the kindest group of  
people I have ever met. These 
are students who are pas-
sionate about doing good for 
the sake of  doing good, and 
Xavier, not only as a univer-
sity but also as a morally up-
standing institution, ought to 
once again give out full rides 
to those who commit them-
selves to such a noble cause. 
If  Xavier truly cares about 
its core Ignatian values, then 
it ought to truly honor them 
by honoring those who best 
demonstrate it — the Com-
munity-Engaged Fellows.
Alanna Belmont is 
a staff  writer for the 
Newswire. She is a first-
year biology and English 
double major from Wash-
ington, D.C. 
First-year Community-Engaged Fellow Tessa Doan serving students at 
the Academy of World Languages in Evanston.
Photos courtesy of Alanna Belmont
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Rescue, don’t shop for a companion
Many of  us have seen the 
rather cheesy bumper sticker: 
“Who rescued who?” Setting 
aside its cheesy-ness, that is 
a well-known bumper stick-
er for a reason. The message 
speaks to people who have 
found a beloved companion in 
their rescued pet.  
I would like to propose 
something for all prospec-
tive pet owners: Rescue, don’t 
shop. When my family was 
looking to get our first dog, 
we knew nothing about how 
important it was to look for 
a rescue animal. Because of  
family allergies we needed a 
hypoallergenic dog, and we 
assumed the best way to find 
one was through a breeder. 
Luckily, knowing what I 
know now, this breeder was 
most likely not operating a 
puppy mill. For those unfa-
miliar with the term, “pup-
py mills” churn out puppies 
very quickly in order to turn 
a profit without properly pro-
viding for their dogs, keeping 
the facility clean or taking 
into account the health of  the 
animals. 
My family loves our first 
dog that we got as a puppy 
from the breeder. However, af-
ter learning more about mills 
and rescue animals, I would 
encourage everyone to look at 
adopting a rescue animal first 
and foremost.  
Upon deciding that we were 
going to get a second dog, my 
family looked into an organi-
zation that rescues a specific 
breed of  dog — namely the 
breed of  dog we already had 
that worked well with our 
family and upset no one’s al-
lergies. I say this because it is 
possible to receive a hypoal-
lergenic or pure-bred animal 
if  that is what your family 
needs or desires and still have 
them be a rescue animal.  
Granted, I know rescue an-
imals can be daunting. They 
can be older, no longer puppies 
or kittens, and they may have 
been abused and subsequently 
have PTSD. They may need 
extra attention and care and 
may be harder to train than 
an animal adopted as a “baby.” 
However, I do not think this 
should deter perspective own-
ers. While these rescue an-
imals may have their quirks 
and challenges, they have a lot 
to offer as companions.
For example, my family’s 
rescue dog Louis (who also 
responds to Louise, Lola and 
LOUIS!) is one special little 
guy. When we first got him, 
he was skittish, his hair was 
shaggy and unkempt, he was 
missing teeth, he shrank from 
every touch and he hid at ev-
ery attempt to get close to 
him. 
What had we taken on? 
However, he soon learned 
from my other dog Ollie how 
to be a “dog.” He was trained 
partly by us and partly by ob-
serving my other dog. Now, 
a couple of  years into having 
our rescue dog, it is hard to 
imagine life without him. He 
lets us pick him up and pet 
him, he loves to be in what-
ever room the family is in 
and his love and devotion for 
my sister is unlike anything I 
have ever seen in my life. 
I know animals can have 
favorite people, but the bond 
that develops between a res-
cue animal and their loving 
owners is something truly as-
tonishing.  
I know it is fun to look at 
little puppies or kittens. It is 
certainly easier to get an an-
imal that may have no “bag-
gage,” quirks or issues. How-
ever, these animals are willing 
to learn and are worth the 
effort put into training them. 
There are animals who have 
been hurt or who have been 
without a loving home for 
their entire lives. 
For those looking to adopt, 
please consider rescuing. 
There are animals already out 
there who need good homes 
and who will make grateful, 
loving companions. So, “Who 
rescued who?” Don’t you want 
to find out what kind of  affec-
tion prompts people to slap on 
such a bumper sticker?
The World Wildlife Fund 
is a non-governmental or-
ganization widely known for 
advocating wilderness pres-
ervation and the reduction of  
human-caused environmental 
impact. Its logo? A panda, an 
animal most commonly found 
in Asia.
The selection of  a panda 
logo subtly implies to audi-
ences that wildlife and envi-
ronmental destruction are 
separate and far away from 
our everyday lives. For exam-
ple, had they chosen to repre-
sent the organization with a 
cow, consumers in the United 
States would have a harder 
time separating nature con-
servation and environmen-
talism from their daily lives, 
ranging from the food they 
eat to the clothes they wear.
Because of  the notion that 
climate change is a distant 
concept, disconnected from 
our lives, people have a skewed 
perception of  its implications. 
Often times when people 
think of  climate change, im-
ages of  sea life struggling to 
survive because of  trash in 
the ocean and distressed polar 
bears floating on broken ice 
caps flood their minds. 
Although these issues en-
compass some of  the effects 
of  climate change, they do not 
paint the full picture. It’s easy 
The Midwestern climate change experience
to think of  climate change 
as an unfamiliar issue — as 
though it’s only affecting peo-
ple you don’t know and places 
you’ve never been to. But this 
is not the reality.
Climate change impacts 
every corner of  the world, 
Cincinnati included. In the 
Midwest, the primary effects 
of  climate change include 
extreme heat, heavier rainfall 
and flooding. These have di-
rect negative impacts on air 
and water quality, human and 
environmental health, agri-
culture, forestry and more.
Throughout the last few 
years, Cincinnati saw all of  
these. The damages caused by 
these occurrences are likely 
far more widespread than you 
might imagine. Moreover, the 
poor disproportionately face 
the risks implied by these is-
sues. 
When extreme heat strikes 
in the summer, some people 
are at higher risk of  adverse 
effects than others. The Green 
Cincinnati Plan — a plan for 
the city to become a leader 
in environmentalism founded 
on sustainability, equity and 
resilience — highlights the 
relationship between one’s in-
come, their neighborhood and 
their physical health.
Heat stroke can set in when 
an individual is exposed to ex-
treme heat for extended peri-
ods of  time. The City of  Cin-
cinnati states those most at 
risk for heat stroke include in-
fants and young children, peo-
ple over age 65, people with 
a mental illness and people 
with chronic medical condi-
tions. According to the Green 
Cincinnati Plan, extreme 
heat causes more fatalities 
and hospitalizations than any 
other weather event. In fact, 
the dangers of  heat stroke 
are so severe that on days of  
extreme heat the city opens 
“Cooling Centers,” where peo-
ple without access to air con-
ditioning can go and rest.
Although air conditioning 
might seem like a common 
amenity, many go without it 
due to financial constraints. 
As climate change intensifies 
nationwide, those most at risk 
of  heat stroke will become in-
creasingly vulnerable. While 
some can afford to turn to 
their air conditioning, their 
neighbors may be suffering. 
As air conditioning users turn 
up their units and enjoy the 
cold, they flood the air with 
emissions, which contribute to 
climate change and widen the 
gap between themselves and 
their low-income neighbors.  
While days of  extreme heat 
can go unnoticed by those un-
affected by the heat, other as-
pects of  climate change refuse 
to be ignored. For instance, 
heavy rainfall and flooding are 
beginning to occur more reg-
ularly in Cincinnati and have 
the potential to wreak havoc 
on the city.  
Cincinnati, located on the 
banks of  the Ohio River, fre-
quently experiences heavy 
rainfall and flooding. While 
flooding impacts human lives 
by causing damages to homes 
and inconvenient and danger-
ous road closures, there are 
also adverse environmental 
effects.
Cincinnati is a city with 
combined sewers. Combined 
sewers collect rainwater, 
household sewage and indus-
trial waste in the same pipes. 
The sewage is sent to a wa-
ter treatment plant and then 
discharged back into the riv-
er. However, when there is 
extreme flooding, the sewers 
overflow, and untreated waste 
water goes directly into the 
river.
Combined sewer over-
flow poses risks to human 
and environmental health, as 
the ecosystem is exposed to 
bacteria and chemicals. For 
example, excess nitrogen in 
untreated wastewater causes 
algal blooms in the Ohio Riv-
er. 
When the ecosystem suf-
fers from the waste water, 
Cincinnatians do, too. The 
flooding increases risk of  ex-
posure to harmful substanc-
es. In fact, many of  the city’s 
youth soccer fields lie in flood 
plains, making them subject to 
potential contaminants from 
sewer overflow.
The reality of  climate 
change is inescapable. We can-
not think of  climate change 
strictly in terms of  melting 
ice caps, rising sea levels and 
suffering wildlife. The reality 
is that we are at risk, too, and 
we must be aware of  these is-
sues and how they affect our 
community. 
To learn more about the 
impacts of  climate change 
in Cincinnati and how the 
city plans to address it, visit 
greencincinnatiplan.org. 
Charlotte Cheek is a 
senior Economics, Sus-
tainability and Society 
(ECOS) major. She is a 
guest writer from Louis-
ville, Ky.
Maddie Marsh is a copy 
editor for the Newswire.
She is a junior English 
and philosophy double 
major from Cincinnati.
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The men’s basketball team 
hit the road for games at St. 
John’s and Butler. Against St. 
John’s, Xavier came out fir-
ing on all cylinders and beat 
the Red Storm 84-73 at Car-
nesseca Arena. On Tuesday 
night at Hinkle Fieldhouse, 
Xavier suffered a 71-66 loss 
at the hands of  the Bulldogs.
Here are some takeaways 
from Xavier’s recent slate of  
games. 
It’s Naji’s world and we’re 
just living in it
Coming off  two of  his 
best games of  the season in 
the wins over Villanova and 
Seton Hall, Naji Marshall fol-
lowed it up with a career-high 
31 points to go along with six 
rebounds in the win over St. 
John’s. 
From the Creighton game 
to the St. John’s game, Mar-
shall averaged 22.6 points per 
game along with 6.2 rebounds 
and 3.8 assists per game. The 
uptick in Marshall’s scoring 
can be attributed to his three-
point shot falling at a much 
higher clip. Marshall averag-
es 5.1 three-point attempts 
per game, but until recently, it 
wasn’t falling at a great per-
centage. 
In his last five games, he’s 
been successful on 39.6 per-
cent from distance rate com-
Takeaways from St. John’s and Butler games
pared to the 29.4 percent 
it had been at for the whole 
season. If  Marshall’s shot 
remains consistent, he’ll con-
tinue to be one of  the most 
dangerous players in the Big 
East.
The NCAA Tournament is 
within reach
A few weeks ago when 
Xavier was sitting at 3-8 
in the Big East, it would’ve 
been laugh-out-loud funny 
for someone to suggest that 
it had a chance at the NCAA 
Tournament. At that point, 
even the NIT seemed out of  
reach. However, five straight 
wins can change a lot, and 
suddenly, Xavier is being 
looked at as a possible bubble 
team. 
The Musketeers picked up 
three Quadrant 1 wins during 
their recent winning streak 
and lack a truly bad loss, with 
DePaul at home and Missouri 
on the road looking like Xavi-
er’s two worst losses of  the 
year. Still, there’s work to be 
done.  As of  March 5, Xavi-
er was the sixth team out of  
the tournament, according 
to ESPN bracketologist Joe 
Lunardi, which means even 
if  Xavier beats St. John’s on 
Saturday, it probably needs 
to win at least a game or two 
in the Big East Tournament 
to get legitimate tournament 
consideration. It’s definitely 
going to be an interesting few 
weeks in Cincinnati.
Breaking the press is an 
issue
When St. John’s started to 
press Xavier late in the game, 
Graduate forward Zach Hankins (No. 35) scored 12 points on 5 of 7 shooting and grabbed nine rebounds 
against the Bulldogs on Tuesday. Despite a strong effort from him, Xavier fell to Butler on the road, 71-66.
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Musketeers clash with Wildcats, Hoyas at Cintas
the Musketeers turned the 
ball over, and it led to easy 
points for the Johnnies and 
let them get back into the 
game. It’s not a new issue for 
Xavier, as its press break has 
been an issue all year long. If  
it wants to have success going 
forward, and in a postseason 
tournament (NCAA or NIT), 
the Musketeers will have to 
improve their offense against 
the press.
Making free throws and 
limiting turnovers is a 
necessity
Xavier has not shot the 
free throw that well all sea-
son, and it has the worst free 
throw percentage in the Big 
East (69 percent). The Mus-
keteers missed late chari-
ty-stripe opportunities that 
hampered their ability to cut 
the Bulldogs’ late lead. Xavi-
er went 5 for 11 from the free 
throw line in a game it lost by 
five points. 
Turnovers also remain 
an issue, with 16 giveaways 
against St. John’s and 15 
against Butler. A key turnover 
late when Xavier was down 
by three to Butler spoiled a 
chance to tie the game. Give-
aways has been an area that 
has doomed the Musketeers 
for a big part of  the season, 
and it’s an issue that can be 
cleaned up before the Big 
East Tournament next week. 
Sophomore guard Princess Stewart (left) had a couple of standout performances last weekend, scoring 13 
points against Villanova and a team-high 21 points against Georgetown. Xavier plays Providence on Saturday.
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Xavier women’s basketball 
closed out its regular season 
with two home games against 
Villanova on Friday and 
Georgetown on Sunday. 
Despite standout perfor-
mances from sophomore for-
ward A’riana Gray and sopho-
more guard Princess Stewart, 
Xavier dropped both games, 
losing 68-63 against Villano-
va and 67-64 to Georgetown.
Xavier jumped out to a 
10-8 lead over Villanova early 
in the first quarter, but a 10-0 
run by the Wildcats gave 
them the lead for good. 
Xavier cut the Villanova 
lead to one with 2:58 left to 
go in the first half, but Vil-
lanova responded by scoring 
the final eight points of  the 
half, including back-to-back 
threes by senior Adrian-
na Hahn, who finished with 
11 points. Gray almost had 
a double-double at the half, 
with nine points and 11 re-
bounds en route to a 20-point, 
21-rebound night. 
In the third quarter, Xavi-
er got the lead down to eight 
on the strength of  an 8-1 run, 
but a Villanova three pointer 
pushed its lead back up to 11 
at the start of  the fourth quar-
ter. The Musketeers went on 
another run to cut the Villa-
nova lead, this time starting 
the fourth quarter on a 10-3 
run to cut the deficit to three 
BY JOE CLARK
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at 58-55. Back-to-back buck-
ets by junior Kelly Jekot and 
senior Jannah Tucker (game-
high 22 points) extended Vil-
lanova’s lead. A Xavier free 
throw and then a layup by 
Gray once again put Xavier 
within three points late in the 
third, but Villanova answered 
to make it a five-point game. 
With 19 seconds left, 
Stewart scored for Xavier to 
get within one possession at 
64-61. Xavier then fouled to 
try and get Villanova in the 
bonus. After the third foul, 
it got a steal off  the inbound 
pass to give it possession 
and a chance to tie the game. 
However, with nine seconds 
left, the Musketeers were 
assessed a technical foul for 
calling a timeout they didn’t 
have, and Villanova made four 
free throws to seal the win. 
Gray, who had 13 points, fin-
ished in double figures along-
side Stewart for Xavier.
Sunday was senior night 
for Xavier, and there was a 
pregame ceremony honoring 
academic senior Tierra Floyd 
and team manager Rhea El-
cock. Just like the Villanova 
game, the Musketeers got 
off  to a hot start, going on 
a 7-0 run to start the game 
and leading 15-8 after the 
first quarter. Stewart had 
eight first quarter points of  
her own, highlighted by two 
threes on a day in which she 
would score a career-high 21 
points. Xavier allowed the 
Hoyas to make just one field 
goal in the first quarter.
Georgetown started the 
second quarter on a 7-3 run to 
cut the lead to 18-15. Later in 
the half, with Xavier leading 
21-18, senior Dionna White 
(game-high 23 points) had 
back-to-back steals leading to 
layups to put Georgetown up 
22-21 at the half. Georgetown 
got its lead up to 40-30 with 
3:41 left in the quarter, but a 
10-4 Xavier run that included 
a half-court buzzer beater by 
junior Tee Owens (13 points) 
cut the Hoyas’ lead to 44-40. 
With 2:48 left in the game, 
Xavier took its first lead of  
the second half  at 54-53 fol-
lowing a pair of  made free 
throws by sophomore guard 
Aaliyah Dunham, who scored 
14 points in the game. A put-
back and then a steal and a 
layup by Georgetown gave 
it the lead back, but Xavier 
battled back and took a 62-61 
lead late in the fourth quarter. 
The Hoyas were clutch at 
the free throw stripe late, as 
they went six for eight at the 
line to score their final six 
points. With Georgetown up 
67-64 in the final seconds, 
Xavier had a chance to tie the 
game up on their final pos-
session, but the Musketeers 
failed to score a basket as time 
expired. Along with Stewart, 
Owens and Dunham, Gray 
was also in double figures 
for the Musketeers with 10 
points. 
With the pair of  losses, 
Xavier’s record fell to 11-18 
(2-16 Big East). The Muske-
teers season continues in the 
Big East Tournament, which 
they’ll enter as the No. 10 
seed. Xavier will face the No. 
7 seed Providence on Satur-
day at 5:30 p.m. at Wintrust 
Arena in Chicago. 
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Sophomore Kaitlin Ruether was named the Big East Tennis Athlete of the Week after delivering an undefeated 
6-0 performance in a three-match stretch last weekend. The Musketeers improved to 9-2 overall on the season. 
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Baseball completes road sweep against Lipscomb
Xavier baseball traveled to 
Nashville, Tenn., last week-
end and completed a three-
game series sweep against 
Lipscomb. 
The Musketeers’ offense 
at the plate allowed them 
to outscore the Bisons 21-9 
throughout the series. Xavier 
is now 5-5 on the season.
In game one, Xavier had a 
big rally in the seventh inning 
that allowed the Musketeers 
to take the lead, erasing a five-
run deficit. 
Sophomore outfielder Allb-
ry Major’s two-RBI triple 
and junior infielder Conor 
Grammes’ sacrifice fly pro-
pelled Xavier to seize the lead. 
Senior right-hander Taylor 
Williams entered in the ninth 
inning and closed the door to 
earn his first save of  the sea-
son, striking out the side.
In game two, the bats 
stayed hot. Xavier posted a 
season-best 10 runs in a 10-1 
win. Major logged another 
five RBI while adding three 
hits to his stat sheet. Four 
pitchers platooned game two 
for the Musketeers, striking 
out six batters while only giv-
ing up one earned run on the 
day.
Game three saw more out-
standing pitching and defense 
by the Musketeers as they 
clinched the series sweep with 
a 4-2 victory. Grammes, who 
duals as a pitcher, tossed six 
scoreless innings while strik-
ing out five. Freshman righty 
Luke Flamm blanked the Bi-
sons, pitching 2.1 innings. He 
fanned three batters and held 
the Bisons scoreless. Junior 
infielder Ryan Altenberger 
The women’s tennis team 
scored big this weekend, ex-
tending its winning streak 
to seven victories with wins 
against Dayton, East Ten-
nessee State and Cornell. The 
wins helped the Musketeers 
improve to a 9-2 overall re-
cord.
The match against Day-
ton was one-sided, as Xavier 
swept the Flyers by a tally of  
7-0. 
Xavier won both dou-
bles matches that finished. 
Senior Sophia Abelson and 
sophomore Kaitlin Ruether 
won their doubles match 6-0. 
Freshman Natalie Moyer and 
senior Zoe Manion won their 
match 6-3. 
Freshmen Emily Thomas 
and Hunter Roper were tied 
4-4 in their match before it 
ended unfinished.
Five of  the six singles 
matches were won in straight 
sets, while the sixth was for-
feited by Dayton. 
Thomas won her match in 
two sets, winning 6-1 and 6-2. 
Roper also won her match in 
two sets, with scores of  6-2 
and 7-5.
Ruether won her match 
easily, conceding only one 
game en route to 6-1 and 6-0 
wins. Moyer also won her 
match fairly easily, 6-0 and 
6-3. Junior Lauren Fitz-Ran-
dolph cruised to a win, losing 
only three games for scores of  
6-2 and 6-1. Manion won af-
ter Dayton forfeited.
East Tennessee State was 
a much closer match, with 
Xavier narrowly edging them 
out by a score of  4-3.
Abelson and Ruether were 
able to win the match of  the 
day 6-1. 
Sophomore Ahmeir Kyle 
and Thomas were unable to 
win their doubles match, fall-
ing 6-4, while Roper and ju-
nior Rachael Reichenbach lost 
their match 6-4. As a result, 
East Tennessee won the dou-
bles point.
Ruether won her singles 
game sweep of Lipscomb. The scoreless relief effort gave Xavier the win after a seven-run seventh inning. 
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
deposited a three-run homer 
to right center to set the tone 
nicely. This gave Xavier a 3-0 
lead early on.
“If  we can keep consistent 
with the pitching performanc-
es we had against Lipscomb, 
we’re going to be very suc-
cessful,” junior outfielder An-
drew Sexton, who started two 
games in the series, said.
Xavier will take on one of  
the best teams in the country, 
an 11-0 Arizona State, later 
this week.
“We’re very excited to start 
our spring break up against 
ASU,” Sexton said. “They 
have a really good offense, but 
we have a lot of  things click-
ing for us right now, and we’re 
ready to face one of  the best 
teams in the country… This 
weekend will be one of  (the) 
toughest challenges of  the 
season for sure, but I think 
as a ball club right now, we 
can handle any challenges we 
face.”
Xavier has some good mo-
mentum heading into spring 
break. Grammes and Flamm 
were both named to the Big 
East Honor Roll for their 
standout performances last 
week.  
After a cancelation of  the 
Miami (OH) game that was 
supposed to be played on 
Tuesday and a postponement 
of  the Wright State game that 
was scheduled for Wednesday, 
Xavier returns to action on 
Friday for a three-game series 
against Arizona State.
Women’s tennis captures seventh straight win
BY DONNIE MENKE
BY TIM KRAMER
match 7-5 and 6-0 to bring 
Xavier back to 1-1. Kyle fell 
in three sets in her match, 6-4, 
1-6 and 3-6, to put East Ten-
nessee back in the lead, up 2-1. 
Abelson emerged victori-
ous in her match, winning the 
last two sets 6-1 and 7-5 af-
ter losing the first one 4-6 to 
bring Xavier even with East 
Tennessee 2-2. 
Reichenbach lost her match 
in three sets by scores of  4-6, 
6-4 and 3-6 to give East Ten-
nessee its third point of  the 
match.
Roper won her match in 
three sets, 3-6, 6-3 and 6-2, 
to tie the match again at 3-3 
while Thomas won her match 
6-3, 2-6 and 6-2 to give Xavier 
the 4-3 win.
Xavier wrapped up the 
weekend on Sunday, beating 
Cornell 5-2. It won the dou-
bles point, as the pair of  Abel-
son and Ruether and the duo 
of  Reichenbach and Roper 
each won their doubles match-
es 6-3. 
Kyle and Thomas were 
down 5-4, but the match fin-
ished before it was final.
Xavier won four of  the six 
singles matches as well. Kyle 
won her match 6-3 and 7-5.
Abelson won hers 7-6 and 6-2. 
Thomas and Ruether both 
won their matches fairly eas-
ily, as Thomas won 6-3, 6-2 
while Ruther won 6-2, 6-3.
Reichenbach was unable 
to win, losing 4-6, 6-7. Roper 
also lost but was in it to the 
very end, only losing after a 
20-game third set. Her match 
final score was 6-3, 7-6 and 
11-9.
The women’s team returns 
to action on Friday when the 
Musketeers take on Northern 
Kentucky in nearby Highland 
Heights, Ky., at 7 p.m.
Musketeers improved to 9-2 on the season with three victories last weekend
Xavier notches rst series victory of the season and is set to face Arizona State
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After a six-year hiatus, the 
Jonas Brothers got back to-
gether and released their new 
single, “Sucker,” last Friday. 
This boy band is comprised 
of  sibling trio Nick Jonas (26), 
Joe Jonas (29) and Kevin Jo-
nas (31). They announced the 
news of  their much-awaited 
comeback last week on Insta-
gram. In addition, the broth-
ers appeared on the Late, Late 
Show with James Corden this 
week.
The group acquired their 
fame back in the early 2000s 
through a series of  Dis-
ney Channel appearances in 
Hannah Montana, Camp Rock 
and their own show Jonas. 
In 2005, the brothers signed 
a record deal with, Repub-
lic Records and released four 
full-length albums before offi-
cially disbanding in 2013. 
According to People mag-
azine, the breakup was in or-
der to “prioritize family” after 
being in the spotlight and be-
cause of  disagreements over 
the direction of  their music. 
This split occurred just days 
before a national tour and the 
release of  a fifth studio album. 
Jonas Brothers reunite & delight 
BY ALEX BUDZYNSKI
Jazz and Baroque music bring vivacity to Xavier
BY JOSEPH COTTON
Each brother has since 
gone his own way. Nick and 
Joe pursued solo careers while 
Kevin spent his time getting 
into the real estate field and 
starting a family. 
Nick released a self-titled 
album in 2014 (which includ-
ed his smash hit “Jealous”), 
followed by the album Last 
Year Was Complicated in 2016. 
Joe founded the pop group 
DNCE in 2015, scoring a hit 
with “Cake by the Ocean.” 
Leaving many fans disap-
pointed and heartbroken after 
their separation, the brothers’ 
revival took the world by sur-
prise. As a result, “Sucker” has 
been very successful, rising to 
the #1 spot on the U.S. Spoti-
fy and Apple Music charts. 
On Friday, the first day of  
the release, the EP amassed a 
total 3.1 million streams on 
Spotify. Rolling Stone praised 
the single, calling it “a song 
you need to know.” 
Accompanying the much 
anticipated single is the equal-
ly successful music video, 
which is currently trending 
on YouTube with almost 40 
million views after merely five 
days. 
The video features the 
three brothers and their sig-
nificant others: Danielle Jonas 
(Kevin’s wife), Quantico ac-
tress Priyanka Chopra (Nick’s 
wife) and Game of  Thrones ac-
tress Sophie Turner (Joe’s fi-
ancé). Filmed at a country es-
tate and dressed eccentrically, 
the video focuses on the cou-
ples’ relationships and their 
new lives together. 
Both the music video and 
One of  the things I have al-
ways admired about Xavier is 
how the culture of  the school 
allows students to thrive in all 
aspects of  their life, not only 
academically but also cultur-
ally and artistically. This ho-
listic attitude is exemplified 
by everything from musical 
theater to the international 
photos displayed on the sec-
ond floor in Gallagher and my 
personal favorite: live musical 
performances by fellow Xavi-
er students. I had the oppor-
tunity to attend two of  these 
performances this week, and 
they were nothing less than 
spectacular. 
On Sunday, the 17-piece 
Xavier University Jazz Or-
chestra directed by Eric 
Lechliter played a seven-song 
program that included classic 
jazz standards ranging from 
“Tenor Madness” to “Autumn 
Leaves.” The performance 
was held at Caffé Vivace lo-
cated at the corner of  Kemper 
and McMillan streets. 
The theme of  the night 
was “Jam Session,” and the 
performance felt loose and ca-
sual. 
“Today’s performance was 
a little bit different because 
the focus was on allowing 
the individual members to 
express themselves through 
improvised solos,” Lechliter 
said. “There are a few new 
members this semester, and 
this was their first time per-
forming an improvised solo 
out in public, let alone Cincin-
nati’s premier jazz lounge.” 
With cold snow on the out-
side and warm brass horns 
on the inside, I knew that I 
was in for a treat the moment 
the first chords bounced off  
the subtle orange paint and 
frosty windows. My favorite 
moment from the program 
was during Herbie Hancock’s 
“Cantaloupe Island” when 
trumpet player Duncan Webb 
and alto saxophonist Josh-
ua Carandang improvised an 
electric call-and-response. It 
felt like the two were fighting 
for space, using all that they 
had to stand out. The trumpet 
went high up and the saxo-
phone honked out low notes, 
and it was unlike anything I 
have ever heard in person. 
Another moment that stuck 
out to me was when Caran-
dang slung his alto saxophone 
to his side, picked up a micro-
phone and sung the first verse 
to Paul Barbarin’s “Bourbon 
St. Parade.” It seemingly 
came out of  nowhere, and I 
was a bit shocked because I 
didn’t see it coming at all. His 
Broadway-ready voice was the 
perfect way to kick the song 
into gear and is definitely not 
something I am going to for-
get anytime soon. The next 
jazz orchestra performance 
will be held at the Greenwich 
on Sun. May 5. 
The next day I attended 
the Xavier University Cham-
ber Orchestra’s performance 
titled “Baroque Masterpiec-
es.” The program included 
music by Henry Purcell, Jo-
hann Bach, George Handel 
and Antonio Vivaldi, and was 
conducted by Isaac Selya. The 
performance was held in Bel-
larmine Chapel, where the 
acoustics were perfect and 
really allowed the smooth 
tone of  the orchestra to sing 
out. The classical tunes were 
played with a lot of  technical 
skill and grace. Everything 
from the soft moments in 
“Passacaglia” to the loud fina-
le of  “Little Fugue in G mi-
nor” was powerfully moving 
and executed with precision.  
The standout part of  the 
performance for me was when 
the Magis Quintet (comprised 
of  three violins, a viola and 
a cello) performed “Summer” 
from Vivaldi’s “The Four Sea-
sons.” Despite the size, the 
quintet’s music more than 
filled the room. The arrange-
ment allowed room for each 
of  the individual members to 
shine, while the sounds they 
made were more than the sum 
of  their parts. 
The next music perfor-
mance at Bellarmine Chapel 
will be held Wed. March 23 at 
7:30 p.m. when Xavier’s cho-
ral department will perform 
“The Night Sky, Dreams, & 
Stars.” 
I encourage all students to 
try to make it out to one of  
these events to experience the 
talents of  the Xavier commu-
nity. Get your friends together 
and make a day out of  slowing 
down and taking in all the vi-
brant culture that our campus 
has to offer. 
the song itself  demonstrate 
the evolution the Jonas Broth-
ers have undergone. 
The chorus reiterates this 
with the words “I’m a sucker 
for you / Say the word and I’ll 
go anywhere blindly / Any 
road you take you know that 
you’ll find me” and “You’re 
making the typical me / Break 
my typical rules,” lyrics clear-
ly sung to their respective 
partners. 
The song itself  is a far 
cry from their G-rated Dis-
ney Channel days but has a 
light-heartedness that is remi-
niscent of  their past hit songs 
such as “Burnin’ Up” or “Year 
3000.”
“I like the song a lot. I think 
it is very fun and upbeat,” 
first-year Alice Brennan said. 
Although there have been 
rumors of  an album from 
the recently-united brothers, 
nothing has been confirmed. 
Nonetheless, many fans are 
anxious to see what is in store 
for this revived group. 
“It is really exciting to see 
them back together because 
they are a part of  my child-
hood. I would love to see them 
create some new music,” soph-
omore Maia Wagner said.
“Sucker” is a single that cel-
ebrates the evolution of  the 
Jonas Brothers as they reach 
their new phases of  life. The 
song maintains the playful 
spirit that captivated fans six 
years ago with a more mature 
sound and outlook that con-
tinue to draw in listeners. 
I do not know about you, 
but I am a sucker for the new 
Jonas Brothers.
The Jonas Brothers reunited after a long hiatus and released a new song, 
“Sucker.” The much-anticipated single is currently trending on Youtube.
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Xavier University’s Chamber Orchestra performed works by Baroque composers such as Handel, Bach and 
Purcell. The orchestra was directed by Isaac Selya, the founder and Artistic Director of Queen City Opera.
Photo courtesy of Isaacselya.com
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On Friday evening, Xavi-
er art majors held a spring 
senior thesis art exhibit enti-
tled “The Art of  Connected-
ness,” showcased their bril-
liantly-hued and profoundly 
inspirational artwork. Four 
students were featured in 
the show  — Tori Woodruff, 
Anne Locker, Hannah Bailey 
and Hannah Deters — and 
each collection illuminated a 
part of  the human conscious-
ness and what it experiences. 
Locker’s “The Season” was 
an engaging example of  the 
ways in which art can illus-
trate the interconnectedness 
of  the world and the Catho-
lic Church and how creativity 
can invigorate the dynam-
ic relationship between the 
Church and the rapidly shift-
ing world. 
I found her work fascinat-
ing and intricately personal; 
the power of  creativity to 
transform the contemporary 
atmosphere of  the Church 
articulates the need for art 
to enrich our modern con-
versations and catalyze the 
Church’s adaptation to our 
modern world. 
Deters’ work, “Common 
Ground,” embodied themes of  
interpersonal relations within 
the context of  small town tra-
ditions. She used marketing 
materials to exemplify a kind 
of  harmony and togetherness 
and create a wellspring of  
belongingness that emanated 
XU art show weaves beauty & unity
BY SOFIA ORDOÑEZ
Arts and Entertainment Editor
from her art. I felt warmth at 
the limitless possibility pal-
pable in her work, one that 
spoke to me of  resilience and 
empathy. 
Amid the tumultuous so-
cial and political climate we 
inhabit, it was delightful and 
refreshing to see a collection 
that exuded both simplicity 
and complexity and that rec-
onciled the perpetual motion 
of  our lives and the solace we 
can find in the kindness of  
others. 
Her art spoke of  the arrest-
ing beauty found in seeming-
ly unassuming conversations, 
which often reveal rich and 
kaleidoscopic human connec-
tions. 
Bailey’s “The Potentials” 
brought the complexity of  the 
personality to life. She framed 
the psychological concept 
of  the “Forer Effect,” which 
describes the phenomena in 
which people equate vague 
personality descriptions with 
themselves, through the lens 
of  vibrant crimson, blue and 
yellow stained-glass panels. 
Her work depicted the plu-
rality of  the consciousness as 
opposed to the uniformity of  
the descriptions onto which 
her audience’s minds clung. 
It was thrilling for me to wit-
ness the transfiguration of  
my own mind through her 
artwork; the precepts I had 
formerly held about myself  
Vagina Monologues are a comedic masterpiece
and about the descriptions I 
thought had characterized me 
dissipated because of  my en-
counter with her thoroughly 
engaging exhibit. 
Woodruff ’s exhibit “Trau-
matic Tangibility” was my 
favorite. It discussed the fra-
gility and beauty of  human 
emotions and experiences, 
particularly those who have 
suffered traumatic experienc-
es. 
Her intricate and gossamer 
portraits of  nude women, 
many of  whom were draped 
in smoky, mesmerizing chiar-
oscuro illuminated with a rose 
mist or bore golden, luminous 
haloes, were as heart-achingly 
beautiful as they were fraught 
with anguish and suffering. 
The eyes of  the women 
gleamed with an almost audi-
ble plea for help or a sob of  
surrender, yet their iridescent 
silence, only slightly weight-
ed by their golden crowns, 
was as ethereal as the curls 
of  their hair. The contrast be-
tween dark hues surrounding 
the women and the pallidity 
of  their skin, with their dis-
traught countenances, illumi-
nated a profound shame asso-
ciated with their trauma. 
Yet the intimacy of  their 
experience did not serve as a 
force of  enclosure or isolation 
but one of  connectedness, 
weaving painful memories 
with healing voices and bring-
ing hope and light to what had 
been lost in shadow. 
Woodruff  remarked that 
the motifs of  undulating lines 
and colors present in her art-
work served as “an intercon-
nection of  people with their 
trauma, so they’re meant to 
be weaved together as con-
necting people, and I brought 
them into these portraits as a 
further way to connect indi-
viduals with one another.”
Art’s capacity to move 
hearts and minds into a state 
of  intimacy and awareness 
engages one’s consciousness 
not only with beauty but also 
with the plurality of  voices 
present in the world. 
I am so grateful to have 
witnessed the artwork pro-
duced by Xavier’s senior art 
majors, as they all rendered 
the complexity of  the human 
experience with great prow-
ess, insight and beauty.
Saturday’s performance of  
Xavier Theatre’s The Vagina 
Monologues left the audience 
moaning for more of  its hilar-
ity. As I entered the auditori-
um, girls in pajamas playfully 
tossed hacky sacks, spun hula 
hoops and chugged a bottle 
of  something unholy all while 
trying on fluorescent pink 
tutus to set the stage. Soon, 
the lights fell, and the girls 
began to jump around on a 
series of  vagina-resembling 
blankets surrounded by items 
only the most fabulous of  va-
ginas would wear. The women 
rolled in unison into the first 
monologue. Ellie Deutsch 
dramatized a snarky old lady 
with purposeful intonation, 
accent and personality. Next, 
Tina Boffa empowered the fe-
male orgasm in a way that was 
steady, prepared and facially 
compelling. Then, the back-
drop flashed into an electric 
red and the audience gasped 
straight into a deep belly 
laugh as Connie Kavensky 
roared, “My vagina is angry.” 
While all the women were 
on-book because of  the two-
week rehearsal time-crunch, 
Kavensky clearly got com-
fortable with her words long 
before entering the stage. Her 
performance felt like less of  a 
reading and more of  just that, 
a performance. She grabbed 
the audience and immediately 
brought them into a whirl-
wind of  relatable and gig-
gle- inducing ranting about 
shoving cotton tampons in 
places dry material never 
ought to go. The audience’s 
BY BRITTANY WELLS
sudden jerk into engagement 
evidenced the importance of  
her knowing her lines well. 
Kelsey Schwarber waddled up 
and discussed naming frogs 
in her childhood, quickly es-
calating to the vaginal nam-
ing rollercoaster that left me 
ready to pee my pants laugh-
ing. Her physical expressions 
were perfectly reserved yet 
accented by her comedic tim-
ing. Danielle Jacobs had fun 
discussing an entertaining 
performance her character 
had been treated to one night. 
Next, Olivia Hardy entered 
and sat center stage, legs 
spread, grasping the audi-
ence by the ovaries with every 
word. Her heart-wrenching 
tale dragged my body through 
the stories of  abuse, sexuality 
and same-sex sexual reclama-
tion. I was hooked, sold and in 
love by the end of  her politi-
cally incorrect salvation. 
Deutsch repeated the word 
c*** with at least 30 different 
cadences followed by anon-
ymous crowd member #42 
shouting “c***” for all the 
world to hear. Holly Taylor 
had the entire audience beg-
ging for more with her dra-
matic reenactment of  the fe-
male orgasm, which certainly 
unlocked a “vital sound” from 
the audience. Her perfor-
mance was so convincing that 
she might as well have had sex 
on stage. 
The final performance 
came once again from Taylor, 
who shifted into a quiet and 
reserved woman whose body 
language was in such stark 
juxtaposition from the last 
that I had to check to see that 
I had identified her correctly. 
After publicly vibrating her 
legs against the ground while 
yodeling just 30 seconds be-
fore, Taylor sat, knees clasped, 
shoulders raised and voice 
lowered, and told the alarm-
ing story of  childbirth, from 
the perspective of  a newly 
enlightened woman, about 
the vulva’s greatest journey. 
An instant standing ovation 
sprung from the crowd, in-
cluding myself, as I leapt to 
my feet in reverence for wom-
anhood and all its yonic pres-
tige. Overall, the experience 
of  watching Xavier’s produc-
tion of  The Vagina Monologues 
was inspiring and profoundly 
meaningful to me.
XU Theatre’s production illuminates the joys and sorrows of being female
The Xavier University Art Department hosted “The Art of Connectedness,” a senior thesis art exhibit that 
showcased the dynamism and interconnectedness of human experience, illuminated through works of art.
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Pisces: Your field of  study might al-
ready be something you’re interested in, 
but don’t pigeonhole yourself  to it. If  
you live in Smith, just wander into any 
building that’s not Smith.
Aquarius: It’s always a nice surprise 
when something doesn’t malfunction 
at home for once. All the lights work, 
all the plumbing is fine, the heating is 
gucci… Don’t jinx it for yourself.
Capricorn: Go against the grain for 
once to keep the spice in your life alive. 
Be that one Vine guy who orders Mc-
Donald’s in the drive-through: “Hi, can 
I help you?” “…No,” and drive off.
Sagittarius: It’s OK to want to yeet 
from your routine, but make sure you 
know where you want to yeet to. Yeet-
ing is no yeeting good if  you don’t yeet 
and get yote.
Libra: You thought you were in check-
mate, but now they’re in checkmate. 
And by they, I mean all the piled up 
homework assignments you thought you 
wouldn’t finish before spring break.
Scorpio: College is a lot like when 
someone breaks into your car. Unexpect-
ed, costly and terrifying. Huh? What 
do you mean this college allegory can 
actually happen to you in college?













Aries: You think you can get a handle 
on your spending this week? Haha, 
throw that thought out. Be prepared 
to bathe in the consequences of  your 
impulsive decisions.
Gemini: You may find yourself  stun-
ningly good at rock-paper-scissors this 
week. Now, if  only that luck-based skill 
could transfer to guessing answers cor-
rectly on exams…
Cancer: Be wary of  noticing things on 
campus that are super arbitrary and just 
a tiny bit inconvenient for you, but still 
super annoying, like a campus printer 
running out of  paper.
Leo: Don’t put in partial effort this 
week. Do it all, or do nothing. Like 
Dumbledore said, you have two options: 
the right one or the easy one. Do you 
really wanna disappoint Dumbledore?
Virgo: Speak out like Tyler the Creator 
from the Vine: “So you just gon’ bring 
me a birthday gift on my birthday to my 
birthday party on my birthday with a 
birthday gift?”
Taurus: Are you a plant? Because 
you’re doing great at turning over a 
new leaf. Are you a sunflower? Because 
your renewed energy this week can 
light up whole rooms.
An ode to
 stick shifts
As I gaze upon thee, little black stick, 
I wonder just why people’s heads are so thick.
They opt not for the pleasure of  using you while driving, 
They ignore that singular thrill you’re inviting. 
It’s the thrill of  shifting and feeling a car move
Whilst moving oneself  and getting into a groove. 
The gears shift, and the car lurches ahead. 
Talking to you with its language of  red 
RPM’s and lights galore, 
You and the car become one, something much more. 
And yet, alas, this connection most shall never feel,
For they opt for automatic transmission behind the wheel. 
Thankfully for us old-timers, there is still hope: 
Some companies still realize the stick shift is dope. 
They’re still making products with manual transmission
And to public outcry they’re refusing submission. 
So sing praise to the stick shift, and sing it loudly, 
Show off  this old art, and show it off  proudly.  
BY ELLEN SIEFKE
Editor-in-Chief
The way the cookie crumbles
All across the country, it’s finally the best 
time of  the year: Girl Scout cookie season. Small 
children in green and brown sashes have begun 
hunkering down in grocery store entrances, 
and soon we’ll be seeing them in the Gallagher 
lobby, luring poor college students to boxes of  
Thin Mints that they’ll justify as a meal sub-
stitute. We’ll hand over four or five dollars for 
a box of  Tagalongs or Samoas — or are they 
Peanut Butter Patties and Caramel deLites?  
 So begins the great Girl Scout cookie 
debate. Depending on where you’re from, you 
grew up buying 
Shortbreads in-
stead of  Trefoils. 
Or, you only ever 
munched on Sa-
vannah Smiles 
and could never 
even recognize 
Lemonades. Even beloved Thin 
Mints vary in taste from Seattle to 
Philadelphia, or even Los Angeles 
to Sacramento.
 Girl Scouts went from home-
made to commercial baked in the 
1930s, and today the organization gets its cook-
ies from two companies: ABC Bakers and Little 
Brownie Bakers. Here in Cincinnati, our cookies 
come from Little Brownie Bakers, which means 
we have chocolatier Thin Mints, Do-si-dos in-
stead of  Peanut Butter Sandwiches, and no 
Lemonades to be seen. But just across the river 
in Northern Kentucky, the selection is complete-
ly different. 
 Even though encountering different 
childhood treats can give us a serious case of  
my-life-is-a-lie, rest assured that you can still 
get your favorites here in the tri-state area with 
just a trip across the water. 













How your favorite Girl Scout cookies are a lie
